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The National Youth Choir of Canada
is a biennial project of the Association of Canadian 
Choral Communities.  

Every two years, singers between the ages of 18 and 25 are 
auditioned across the country to form the National Youth 
Choir. Initiated in 1984, the choir has won critical acclaim 
across Canada since its inception. Some of the finest Cana-
dian choral conductors have been invited to conduct the 
choir. The NYC has performed at all Podium conferences 
since 1984 and at the 1993 World Symposium on Choral 
Music in Vancouver. NYC concerts have been broadcast 
nationally on the CBC Stereo Network.

National Youth Choir 2012 will take place in Ontario (in 
conjunction  with Podium 2012), 5-20 May 2012. The choir, 
consisting of a quartet of singers from every province in 
Canada, will gather for a week-long residency with guest 
conductor Ivars Taurins of the acclimed Tafelmusik Cham-
ber Choir before embarking on a tour of the province of 
Ontario, culminating in a gala final performance at Podium 
2012 in Ottawa.

If you are between the ages of 18 and 25 as of May 2012, 
you could be part of the National Youth Choir. All travel, ac-
commodation and meal costs will be covered by the NYC 
organizing committee. Tuition fees will apply; some prov-
inces may assess audition fees.

For more information, contact:
British Columbia Choral Federation
Willi Zwozdesky, Executive Director
P.O. Box 4397, Vancouver, BC V6B 3Z8
(604) 733-9687
bccf@bcchoralfed.com • www.bcchoralfed.com

Alberta Choral Federation
Brendan Lord, Executive Director
103—10612 124 Street, Edmonton, AB T5N 1S4
(780) 488-7464
info@albertachoralfederation.ca
www.albertachoralfederation.ca

Saskatchewan Choral Federation
Denise Gress, Executive Director
1870 Lorne Street, Regina, SK S4P 2L7
(306) 780-9230  • Toll-free: 1-877-524-6725
information@saskchoral.ca • www.saskchoral.ca

Manitoba Choral Association Inc.
Robert Neufeld, Executive Director
#5—276 Marion Street, Winnipeg, MB R2H 0T7
(204) 942-6037
mca@manitobasings.org • www.manitobasings.org

Choirs Ontario
Elizabeth Shannon, Managing Director
A-1422 Bayview Avenue, Toronto, ON  M4G 3A7 
(416) 923-1144 • Toll-free: 1-866-935-1144
info@choirsontario.org • www.choirsontario.org

Alliance des chorales du Québec
Catherine Girard, Directrice générale
CP1000, Succ. M, 4545, Pierre-de-Coubertin, 
Montréal, QC  H1V 3R2  (415) 252-3020 • Toll Free 1-888-924-6387
cgirard@chorale.qc.ca • www.chorale.qc.ca

New Brunswick Choral Federation
Leo Macneil, Executive Director
Charlotte Street Arts Centre, Room 203
732 Charlotte Street, Fredericton, NB  E3B 1M5
(506) 453-3731
nbcf@nbnet.nb.ca • www.nbchoral.org

Nova Scotia Choral Federation 
Tim Callahan-Cross, Executive Director
1113 Marginal Road, Halifax, NS B3H 4P7
(302) 423-4688 •  Toll-free: 1-888-672-3969
tim@nscf.ns.ca • www.nscf.ns.ca

National Youth Choir Coordinator
Robert Neufeld • (204) 942-6037 • mca@manitobasings.org

Ivars Taurins
conductor, NYC 2012

Ivars Taurins conducts symphonic and choral repertoire with 
equal expertise. Founding director of the Tafelmusik Cham-
ber Choir, he was also violist of the Tafelmusik Orchestra for its 
first 23 years. Under his direction, the choir has been praised 
for its clarity, nuance and brilliance. Principal Baroque Con-
ductor of the Calgary Philharmonic Orchestra since 2001, 
Ivars Taurins also appears as guest director with orchestras 
and choirs across Canada. Recent appearances include the 
Edmonton Symphony, Victoria Symphony, Kitchener-Wa-
terloo Symphony, Orchestra London, Symphony Nova Sco-
tia, Windsor Symphony, Vancouver Chamber Choir, Toronto 
Mendelssohn Choir, Pro Coro Canada and Elora Festival Sing-
ers. He was director of the 2000 Ontario Youth Choir, the 2003 
Nova Scotia Youth Choir, and the 2004 Alberta University & 
College Choir. A passionate lecturer and teacher, Ivars Taurins 
teaches orchestral conducting and directs the early music 
ensembles at the University of Toronto, and has been a guest 
teacher/conductor at the Université de Sherbrooke in Que-
bec, University of Western Ontario, University of Alberta, and 
the Glenn Gould Professional School. Ivars Taurins is director 
of the vocal/choral programme at the annual Tafelmusik Ba-
roque Summer Institute.


